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 Note from Pastor: Please feel free to ask questions don’t be too shy to inquire, before, during, after class 
or contact us through the web through our YouTube page or email at www.4176sbaptist@gmail.com.  

• All questions are welcomed and encouraged.   
• Questions add to a point of teaching that will make the efforts more complete.   
• Did you know that questions can help in the teaching process?   
• Questions can make the teacher better able to communicate and give us a better sense in the 

application of the Word in our walk with GOD. 

Outline: A Study in the Book of Daniel 

Theme: The Most High God Is Sovereign Over All Human Kingdoms. 
• God is triumphant.  
• God’s sovereign rule. 
• “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Messiah (“Anointed 

One”), and He will reign forever and ever.”  (Rev. 11:15; Dan. 2:44; 9:25-27) 

Chp. 1      Daniel’s training in Babylon 

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 
Jerusalem and besieged it.   (v.1) 

• Nebuchadnezzar was world renowned; built 7 Wonders of the World, had military prowess, 
basically a “bad man” in his own right. 

And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the 
temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house 
of his god.   (v.2) 

• Judah was exiled into Babylon because of disobedience; God’s word regarding covenant 
keeping, Sabbath years and idolatry. (Lev. 25:4; 26:27-35)   

• God allowed the king to do the things he did. 
• Never overlook that nothing befalls us except God allows it. 
• The Israelites had been warned by Moses about God’s wrath for disobedience.  
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Then the king ordered Ashpenaz chief of his court officials to bring into the king’s service some of the 
Israelites from the royal family and the nobility, (v.3)  

• Young men chosen to serve included Daniel, a descendent of David and his friends. (v.4) 
• They were assigned daily rations of food and to learn the language and literature of the 

Babylonians and then enter into the king’s service.  (v.5) 
Among those chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  (v.6) 

• Daniel’s name means “God is (my) judge.” 
• Hananiah means “The Lord shows grace.” 
• Mishael means “Who is what God is?” 
• Azariah means “The Lord helps.” 

 
The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel the name Belshazzar, to Hananiah, Shadrach; to 
Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.   (v.7) 

• These Hebrew names meant something: “iah” Jah or Yah, personal name of God  
• The intent was to subject them to the king’s authority. 
• What about your identity, do you know who you are? 

 
But Daniel resolved not to defile himself… (v.8) 
Now God had caused to official to show favor… (v.9) 
Daniel persuaded the guard to give them water and vegetables… (v.10-11) 
Daniel used good judgment by offering an alternative instead of rebelling… (v.12-16) 

• Test your servants after ten days; they will be healthier and better nourished. 
• Symbolized completeness; “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 

out of the mouth of God.”   (Matt. 4:4) 
• Your profession of trust and love for Christ is tested every day. 
• Adversity will present something every day to get you to lose your faith! 

 
With God’s help, Daniel and his friends mastered the essential Babylonian literature on astrology and 
divination by dreams… (v.17-20) 

• God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds. 
• In every manner of questions from the king they were 10X better. 
• No matter where you are in this life, God has preserved you for such a time as this. 
• Has He kept you as a witness for His goodness? 
• Your witness should be available to be witnessed. 

 
And Daniel remained here until the first year of King Cyrus.  (v.21) 

• Daniel spent about 70 years in Babylonia. 
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Chp. 2    Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had a dream; his mind was troubled and he could not 
sleep.    (v.1). He summoned magicians, enchanters/sorcerers and astrologers to tell him the dream and 
interpret what it meant (v.2-3). Then the astrologers answered the king, “May the king live forever! Tell 
your servants the dream and we will interpret it.” (v.4) The king demands them to tell him and interpret 
the dream or face dire consequences and or great rewards and gifts.  (v.5-10) 

• “So then tell me the dream and I will know that you can interpret it for me.” 
• The astrologers answered the king, “There’s no one on earth who can do what the king asks!”  

No king has asked such a thing of any magician, enchanter or astrologer. 
• Attempted to stall for time. 
• But God in heaven can… (v.27-28) 

What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live 
among humans (v.11).  This made the king angry and furious; he ordered the execution of all the wise 
men (v.12-17) 

• Issues a degree to have all the wise men be put to death; that included Daniel and his friends to 
die. 

• Daniel speaks with the commander of the king’s guard with wisdom and tact. 
• Daniel goes to the king, asked for time so that he might interpret the dream. 
• God caused favor with the king toward Daniel. 
• Daniel went home where he prayed together with his friends to God for mercy concerning this 

mystery.   (v.18) 
o It is better to share with the church those matters in partition of prayer. 

During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven… 
(v.19) 
And said: “Praise be to the name of God forever and ever; wisdom and power are His.”  (v.20) 
“He changes times and seasons; He disposes kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom to the wise 
and knowledge to the discerning.” (v.21) 
“He reveals deep and hidden things; He knows what lies in darkness and light dwells with Him.” (v.22) 
“I thank and praise You, God of my ancestors; You have given me wisdom and power, You have made 
known to me what we asked of you, You have made known to us the dream.”  (v.23)   

•  Daniel blessed the God of heaven. Prayer is important! 
• Daniel was a man of purpose, prayer and a prophet of the word of the Lord. 

Daniel asked Arioch, “Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king and I will interpret 
his dream for him.” (v.24-27) 

• “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery… (v.27) 
“But there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries… (v.28-35) 

• Daniel replied, God has shown King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Visions 
and dreams that passed through his mind; the revealer of mysteries showed you what is to 
going to happen.  (v.29-30) 

• Before stood a large statue; made of gold, silver, bronze, iron and baked clay. (v.31-35) 
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o Symbolized empires from Neo-Babylonian Empire, Medo-Persian Empire, the Greek 
Empire to the Roman Empire; each successive empire lasting longer than the preceding 
one. 

o While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the 
statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them.   (v.34) 

o The Rock was a foretelling of the coming the Messiah/Christ! 
“This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king.”    (v.36) 
“Your Majesty, you are the king of kings. The God of heaven has given you dominion and power and 
might and glory; in your hands He has placed all mankind and the beasts of the field and the birds in the 
sky. Wherever they live, He has made you ruler over them all. You are that head of gold.   (v.37-38) 

• God revealed the vastness of the king’s kingdom. 
• All four other kingdoms will be inferior to yours… (v.39-43) 

“In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor 
will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will 
itself endure forever.”  (v.44) 

• The vision of the rock cut out of the mountain, but not of human hands and a rock that broke 
the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces.  (v.45) 

• “The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future, the dream is true and its 
interpretation is trustworthy.”   

o Predictive prophecy:  God already knows what is to happen. (1Cor. 14:3; 1Thess. 5:19-
21) 

o The fifth kingdom of God is built on the ruins of the sinful empires of the world. (Rev. 
11:15) Its authority will extend over the whole earth and ultimately over “a new heaven 
and a new earth” (Rev. 21:1) 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor… (v.46) 
The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of 
mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.” (v.47) 

• The king superficially acknowledged God. You won’t be scared into trusting God and it last. 
Miracles will not force you into believing in God. God knows. 

• Pride and arrogance prevents one from bowing to God. “Pride goes before the destruction, and 
folly before a fall.”   (Prov. 16:18)  

• The miracle of trusting the Lord. “Trust the Lord with all your heart….”  (Prov. 3:5-6) 
• Daniel knowing all these details of the dream did not change the king’s belief in God. 

Daniel was appointed to high places and lavished with gifts; he requested that his administrative 
authority be shared with his three Jewish friends.  (v. 48-49) 
 


